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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 August 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) U9 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^9 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-6 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yamamoto, USP 6,892,481 . 

Yamamoto discloses a control handle comprising: 

• a casing (2b) which delimits a cavity (internal space) within it 

• at least one set point generator (3) comprising generator means (6) to 
deliver a set point signal and which are situated in the cavity of the casing 
(2b) and cursor-forming means (3a) which are situated on the surface of 
the casing (2b) and which are intended to be actuated by an operator, the 
value of the delivered set point signal being relative to the movement of 
the cursor- forming means (3a) to control the electrohydraulic device 
(C5/L13-15) 

• a power electronic circuit board (9) which is integrated into the cavity of 
the casing (2b), this circuit board (9) converting the set point signal into a 
power signal whose power is greater than the power of the set point signal 
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and which is intended to be delivered to the electrohydraulic device 
(C7/L20-34) 

• wherein the movement of the cursor-forming means (3a) of the set point 
generator (3) is independent of the movement of the handle 

• wherein the movement of the cursor-forming means (3a) is linear (slide 
switch) 

• wherein the movement of the cursor-forming means (3a) is rotary (the 
slide switch pivots C6/L29-48) 

• wherein in that the value of the set point signal is proportional to the 
movement of the cursor-forming means (3a, movement of the slide causes 
a signal to generate, the greater of the movement the slide the greater the 
movement of the potentiometer the greater the signal output is 

• wherein the electrohydraulic device comprises a pressure reducer 
(hydraulic cylinder) 

• wherein the power signal is delivered directly to the electrohydraulic 
device (the signal levels control 9 and goes to the device being controlled) 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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4. Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto '481 in view of Thoman, USP 4,386,553. 

Yamamoto discloses all of the claim limitations as applied above. 

Yamamoto does not disclose that the power signal delivered by the handle is of 
the pulse width modulation type. 

Thoman teaches a power signal of the pulse width modulation type for the 
purpose of providing a signal that can be generated by modern digital electronic 
controls and control a valve (regulator) at a number of different settings (C1/L18-29). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordrinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Yamamoto and provide a signal of the pulse width 
modulation type, as taught by Thoman, for the purpose of providing a signal that can be 
generated by modern digital electronic controls and control a valve at a number of 
different settings. 

5. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yamamoto '481 in view of Johnson, USP 5,675,609. 

Yamamoto discloses all of the claim limitations as applied above. 

Yamamoto does not disclose that the power signal delivered by the handle is of 
the prescribed superposition type. 

Johnson teaches a power signal of the prescribed superposition type for the 
purpose of providing a signal that is compatible with a receiver that is equipped to 
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demodulate any type of continuous carrier modulation (superposition can be used with a 
wider range of receivers, C2/L1-6). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordrinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Yamamoto and provide a power signal of the prescribed 
superposition type, as taught by Johnson, for the purpose of providing a signal that is 
compatible with a receiver that is equipped to demodulate any type of continuous carrier 
modulation (superposition can be used with a wider range of receivers. 

Response to Arguments 

6. Applicant's arguments filed 8/08/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

7. The Applicant argues that Yamamoto does not disclose a "power signal" since 
the signal in Yamamoto is a voltage signal. 

The claim does not define the type of power signal being amplified. As broadly 
defined a voltage signal is indeed a type of electrical power signal. 

8. The Applicant further argues that because Yamamoto is used in a gaming control 
system that the output is insufficient for an electrohydraulic device. However, the 
claimed invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention 
and the prior art in order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior 
art. If the prior art structure is capable of being used in electrohydraulic device, then it 
meets the claim and in this case Yamamoto could indeed be used to control an 
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electrohydraulic device. In addition Yamamoto does indeed disclose that the device 
can be used in hydraulic control systems, see C1/L10-21 . 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAMES PILKINGTON whose telephone number is 
(571)272-5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM- 
4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/J. P.I 
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Examiner, Art Unit 3682 
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/Richard WL Ridley/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3682 



